Officials urge cement protection
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CEDAR CITY - There are a variety of ways Cedar City residents can maintain and prevent damage to cement, sidewalks and driveways, according to the Associated General Contractors of Utah.

Frank Mathis, area construction manager for Sunroc in Southern Utah, said there are ways to solve the defects, such as blistering and scaling, that are often seen in sidewalks and driveways.

The process of deicing often contributes to scaling in sidewalks and driveways, especially when salt is used to melt the ice and snow during the winter months. The problem has gotten worse the last two winters because of the harsh conditions in Cedar City, Mathis said.

Residents had the opportunity to learn how to preserve their driveways and sidewalks Tuesday during a class conducted by Todd Laker, technical service engineer for Holcim Inc.

In his presentation Laker said it is important to apply a concrete sealer about once each year.

Although there are responsibilities on the part of the contractor to properly finish and cure the cement, it is the ongoing obligation of the homeowner to provide upkeep by sealing each year, Mathis said.

"It's a team effort," he said. "If not totally be eliminated, the problem can still be greatly reduced."

If the cement already has defects like scaling, sealing can help prevent further damage, Mathis said.

Alternatives for deicing with salt are encouraged, Mathis said. By throwing sand on the snow or ice rather than salt, there will still be the traction for walking without the damage to the sidewalk or driveway.

However, Mathis said because sand doesn't melt the ice, salt sometimes must be used because of liability issues that arise if a person slips and falls.

Laker said another alternative would be for people to use only as much salt as needed and to sweep off the excess.

It also helps to prevent ice and snow buildup on the sidewalks and other cement pathways by shoveling rather than using salt, he said.

Despite observations made by residents regarding some of the deteriorating sidewalks in Cedar City, Rick Holman, director of public works, said it is the duty of the homeowner to take care of the cement.

"It is the property owner's responsibility to take care of the cracks and shoveling on the sidewalks," he said. "We try to empathize with them the best we can, but we don't have the responsibility."

There is a city-run program where residents can request help in removing an old sidewalk that needs to be replaced, Holman said.

The city also will contribute base materials to the project, but it is up to the property owner to hire a contractor to lay the new cement.

Because some complaints center on tires picking up the salt solution laid by the city on the streets and then tracking it onto the driveways, Holman said people's best efforts can be used to clear that solution from their driveways as soon as possible to avoid damage.

Holman agreed that by taking preventative measures, people will see less damage to their sidewalks and driveways.

"If people take care of removing snow and ice as soon as possible, that can also help," he said.

Info Box:Protect Your Concrete

Do not drive on new concrete for at least seven days.

Do not allow snow and ice to accumulate on concrete, especially during the first winter. Shovel your walk instead of using deicers.

As a safe environment alternative, sand (plain) may be used anytime for traction.

Avoid parking vehicles on the driveway after driving on wet and salted streets. Deicing chemicals dripping from vehicles may contribute to damage of concrete surfaces.

Use caution when applying fertilizers around concrete. Sweep off excess that falls on your concrete.

Associated General Contractor of Utah.

